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ANGOLA: NETH NAHARA. 
On 1 January 2025, 
Angolan TikToker 
Ana da Silva Miguel 
(also known as Neth 
Nahara) was relea-
sed from detention 
following a presiden-
tial pardon given on 25 December 2024. 
Neth Nahara was arrested on 13 August 
2023 in Luanda, capital city of Angola. 
On 14 August 2023, she was convicted 
to six months in prison for the crime of 
‘outrage against the state, its symbols, 
and bodies’ for recording a live video on 
TikTok criticizing the president. Following 
an appeal by the public prosecutor on 27 
September 2023, her six months senten-
ce was increased to two years in prison. 
„I want to say thank you to Amnesty Inter-
national for everything you did for me…
and for everyone who demanded my free-
dom“, Neth said in a message to Amnesty 
International.
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HUMAN RIGHTS WINS TO BE PROUD OF

Write for Rights is calling on millions of people to come together to change the lives of 
individuals whose rights have been violated. This year’s campaign once again supports 
individuals at risk around the world. The campaign proves how, even when it all feels too 
much, you can still make a big difference by doing something “little”. Writing a letter, 
posting on social media, signing a petition: yes, it’s that simple – you can help change the 
world and save someone’s life. 

RUSSIA: ALEKSANDRA 
SKOCHILENKO. After 
huge public cam-
paigning, artist and 
anti-war activist 
Aleksandra (Sasha) 
Skochilenko was 
freed in a historic 

prisoner swap in August 2024. The deal was 
brokered between Russia and Belarus on the 
one hand and Germany, Norway, Poland, 
Slovenia and the USA on the other.Russian 
authorities arrested Sasha in April 2022 af-
ter she replaced price tags at a grocery shop 
with information about Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine. She was charged with dissemina-
ting “false information” about the country’s 
military activities. 

YOUR LETTER

CHANGES

LIVES

“I want to say a huge thank you to Amnesty Inter-
national. It’s hard to put my gratitude into words, 
because, to a large extent, I am here thanks to 
you.”                           Aleksandra Skochilenko



MADAGAScAR: Damisoa and his family fled drought 
and hunger in the south of the country to Boeny in 
northern Madagascar. There, Damisoa and 160 other 
climate refugees are living in inhumane conditions 
– on barren land, without access to clean water or 
healthcare. Damisoa tirelessly advocates for the 
rights and survival of the people living on the site. 
Yet while humanitarian aid is focused almost entirely 
on southern Madagascar, Damisoa’s calls for help go 
unheard. Urge the authorities to immediately support 
the people in Boeny. They need a place where they 
can live safely.

CAMBODIA: Since 2013, the activists of Mother Nature 
Cambodia have been fighting to protect the environ-
ment. However, the authorities have responded with 
repression: in June 2024, six activists were sentenced 
to long prison terms. Five of them are currently being 
held under harsh conditions: Chandaravuth Ly, Keo-
raksmey Phuon, Kunthea Long, Leanghy Yim, Ratha Sun, 
and Ratha Thun. With their group Mother Nature Cam-
bodia, they courageously stand up against environmen-
tal destruction. They prevented the construction of a 
dam and successfully fought for a ban on sand exports, 
a victory for biodiversity in mangrove forests.

MYANMAR: Journalist Sai Zaw Thaike did what 
journalists are meant to do: he reported the truth. 
He documented the aftermath of Cyclone Mocha 
in Myanmar – and for that, he was sentenced to 20 
years in prison with hard labor. After a one-day trial 
in September, he disappeared behind prison walls. 
There, he has been subjected to beatings by prison 
staff and at times held in solitary confinement. His 
only “crime” was making the truth visible. When 
journalists are silenced, the entire society loses its 
voice. We call on the military authorities in Myanmar 
to release Sai Zaw immediately and unconditionally!

NORWAY: Ellinor Guttorm Utsi’s community has 
herded reindeer across the Arctic lands for genera-
tions. Reindeer herding is central to Sámi culture - 
providing sustainable food, clothing, and traditional 
crafts. Now, several new industrial wind farms are 
planned on Sámi territory – many of them directly 
on the summer grazing lands in Čorgaš. Hundreds 
of wind turbines, roads, and power lines would frag-
ment the landscape, endanger reindeer migration 
routes, and threaten the Sámi’s nature-based way of 
life. Norway must guarantee the Sámi people’s right 
to free and informed consent and protect their land.

SOUTH AFRICA: Unecebo Mboteni fell into a pit 
latrine at his nursery and died. No one has been 
held accountable for Unecebo’s death. He is not the 
first child to die under such tragic circumstances. 
Despite this, these deadly “sanitation facilities” 
continue to exist - and the dangerous latrine at Un-
ecebo’s nursery is still in use. Urge the South African 
government to carry out a prompt and independent 
investigation into Unecebo’s death, and to hold those 
responsible to account. The government must also 
ensure that all pit latrines in nurseries and pre-
schools are replaced with safe sanitation facilities.

TUNESIA: Sonia Dahmani is a lawyer and a commen-
tator on television and radio. She speaks out openly 
in defense of human rights. Because she addresses 
issues such as racism and migration publicly, she 
faces up to 25 years in prison. She is being held 
under inhumane conditions – in a rat-infested cell, 
without access to essential medication or medical 
care. The crackdown on opposition figures and cri-
tics is an attack on the rule of law and human rights 
in Tunisia. We call for the release of Sonia Dahmani. 
Her imprisonment violates her right to freedom of 
expression.
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ECUADOR: The Guerreras por la Amazonía (Warriors 
for the Amazon) are fighting in Ecuador against the 
deliberate gas flaring carried out by the state oil 
industry. This flaring endangers both their health 
and the climate of the Amazon. For their courageous     
activism, the women are being intimidated and 
threatened. In 2020 they filed a law-suit against the 
Ecuadorian state – and won. In 2021, a court ruled 
that the gas flaring facilities must be shut down. Yet 
they continue to burn. The Guerreras keep up their 
brave fight – despite intimidation and threats. We 
call on the authorities to protect the Guerreras.

HONDURAS: On September 14, 2024, Juan López was 
shot and killed in the municipality of Tocoa. He was 
an environmental defender and coordinator of the 
local organization Comité Municipal por la Defensa 
de los Bienes Comunes y Públicos (CMDBCP). The 
suspected perpetrator and two alleged accomplices 
have been charged with murder and are currently in 
custody. However, the masterminds behind the crime 
have yet to be identified. For years, residents and 
members of the CMDBCP have opposed the licensing 
of a mining company operating in the heart of a 
protected natural area. 


