Prosecutor General of Georgia
Giorgi Gabitashvili

24 Gorgasali Street

0134 Thilisi

GEORGIEN

Unterschrift, Datum

Dear Mr. Gabitashvili,

| am writing to express grave concern regarding the allegations of torture and other ill-treatment of
activist Saba Skhvitaridze, who was arrested on 5 December 2024 after participating in an anti-
government protest. He was beaten by police officers and denied access to legal counsel and
medical care.

His arrest and trial have been marred with violations of fair trial guarantees. Police officers
confiscated both Saba’s and his father's mobile phones to prevent him from contacting his lawyer
and he was interrogated without his lawyer being present. His where-abouts were only disclosed to
his family and lawyer following his interrogation, five hours later. Saba reported that, while in
custody, he was threatened with rape and forced to sign a “confession” stating he assaulted a
police officer. When he refused, masked officers beat him violently. Police officers then mocked
him and ignored his plea for access to a lawyer and medical assistance.

Despite the visible injuries that Saba displayed at the pre-trial hearing the following day, the
authorities only initiated an investigation days later after an independent medical examination
confirmed that his injuries were consistent with torture. Nevertheless, the judge ordered him to be
remanded in detention pending trial without providing any justification for the necessity and
proportionality of his decision.

Saba Skhvitaridze is one of hundreds of people in Georgia who have been tortured or otherwise ill-
treated by law enforcement officials during peaceful protests. He remains held at a high security
prison, facing a sentence of up to eleven years while his allegations of torture and other ill-
treatment have not been effectively investigated.

| urge you to ensure a prompt, impartial, independent and effective investigation into the
allegations of torture and other ill-treatment of Saba Skhvitaridze and to bring all those
responsible to justice in fair trials. | also call on you to ensure that Saba is tried in accordance
with international standards for a fair trial and to ensure that any statements or other evidence
obtained as a result of torture or other ill-treatment is excluded in all proceedings except those
brought against suspected perpetrators of such abuse.

Yours sincerely,

Signature

First Name, Surname

Die Teilnahme ist ab einem Alter von 16 Jahren méglich.

Amnesty International Gbermittelt Petitionsdaten nicht nur an sichere Drittstaaten. Eine Liste der sicheren
Drittstaaten findest du auf www.amnesty.at/drittstaaten. Mit deiner Teilnahme willigst du ausdriicklich ein, dass
eine Ubermittlung deiner Namensdaten in das im Petitionstext genannte Land erfolgt, auch wenn dies ein
unsicherer Drittstaat ist. Detaillierte Datenschutz-Informationen sind transparent in unserem Datenschutzhinweis
zu finden (amnesty.at/datenschutz).
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