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Mr. Mufti Abdul Matin Qane
Ministry of Interior

Airport road, opposite Aria city
Kabul

AFGHANISTAN

Unterschrift, Datum

Dear Mr. Mufti Abdul Matin Qane,

| am writing to express my concern about the arbitrary arrest and detention of journalist Hamid
Farhadi. As you may be aware, on 3 September 2024, Hamid Farhadi was arbitrarily arrested by
members of the Taliban’s Ministry of Interior from his home in Kabul. He was subsequently
accused of propaganda against the Taliban de facto authorities. This charge appears to be based
on his work as a journalist working with exile-based media company — Etilaatroz - and reporting on
the national ban of girl's education.

It is incredibly concerning that, on 19 September 2024, Hamid Farhadi was tried at the Taliban
court in Kabul, without access to a defence lawyer. During this unjust trial, the Taliban judge
accused him of propaganda against the Taliban de facto authorities and sentenced him to two
years in prison. His journalistic reports, which are based on the peaceful exercise of his right to
freedom of expression, was the only evidence referenced.

Also, after spending months in Pol Charkhi prison, Hamid Farhadi was transferred to Bagram
Prison on 28 March 2025 without any explanation or prior notice. His family are only allowed to
visit him once a month for 30 minutes in the presence of a Taliban soldier. | therefore have serious
concerns about his possible ill-treatment and lack of access to health care.

Hamid Farhadi’s arbitrary detention and lack of legal representation are a clear violation of his
rights to freedom of expression and fair trial guaranteed under the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights, to which Afghanistan is a state party.

| therefore urge you to ensure the immediate and unconditional release of Hamid Farhadi.
Furthermore, please ensure that, until his release, he is held in conditions meeting international
standards of fairness and has regular access to adequate healthcare, legal representation and
family visits. Finally, | call on you to stop the practices of arbitrary detention and torture and other
ill-treatment of people working to defend human rights including those peacefully promoting social
change and non-discrimination.

Yours sincerely,

Signature

First Name, Surname

Die Teilnahme ist ab einem Alter von 16 Jahren moglich.

Amnesty International Gbermittelt Petitionsdaten nicht nur an sichere Drittstaaten. Eine Liste der sicheren
Drittstaaten findest du auf www.amnesty.at/drittstaaten. Mit deiner Teilnahme willigst du ausdriicklich ein, dass
eine Ubermittlung deiner Namensdaten in das im Petitionstext genannte Land erfolgt, auch wenn dies ein
unsicherer Drittstaat ist. Detaillierte Datenschutz-Informationen sind transparent in unserem Datenschutzhinweis
zu finden (amnesty.at/datenschutz).
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