Head of the Judiciary
Ebrahim Raisi
c/o Permanent Mission of Iran to the UN
Chemin du Petit-Saconnex 28
1209 Geneva
SCHWEIZ
Dear Mr. Raisi,

Yasaman Aryani was sentenced to 16 years in prison for campaigning against discriminatory forced veiling laws. Yasaman Aryani and also her mother Monireh Arabshahi were arrested in April 2019 in relation to a video that showed them without headscarves on a women-only train handing out flowers on International Women’s Day.

I urge you to release Yasaman Aryani and her mother Monireh Arabshahi immediately and unconditionally as they are prisoners of conscience, jailed solely for their human rights work. Until they are released, please ensure they have regular contact with a lawyer of their choosing. I also urge you to stop criminalizing the work of women’s rights defenders and abolish forced veiling laws.

Yours sincerely,
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